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Swept to Big Purposes
By Walter Brueggemann

You call and we have a vocation.
 You send and we have an identity.
 You accompany us and we are swept to
 big purposes:
 chosen race,
 royal priesthood,
 your own people,
 receiving mercy.

But we, in our restlessness,
 do not want to be so peculiar.

We would rather be like the others,
 eager for their wealth,
 their wisdom,
 their power.
 Eager to be like them, comfortable
 beautiful
 young
 free.

We yearn to be like the others,
 and you make us odd and peculiar and different.

Grant that we may find joy in our baptism,
 freedom in our obedience,
 delight in our vocation.

The same joy, freedom and delight
 that so marked our Lord
 whom we follow in oddness.

(From Prayers for a Privileged People.  Abingdon Press: Nashville, 2008)



Psalm 19Psalm 19Psalm 19Psalm 19

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 Day to day pours forth speech,
   and night to night declares knowledge. 
 There is no speech, nor are there words;
   their voice is not heard; 
 yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
   and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
   and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
   and its circuit to the end of them;
   and nothing is hidden from its heat. 

 The law of the Lord is perfect,
   reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure,
   making wise the simple; 
 the precepts of the Lord are right,
   rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,
   enlightening the eyes; 
 the fear of the Lord is pure,
   enduring for ever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
   and righteous altogether. 
 More to be desired are they than gold,
   even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey,
   and drippings of the honeycomb. 

 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
   be acceptable to you,
   O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 



1 Peter 2:47101 Peter 2:47101 Peter 2:47101 Peter 2:4710

 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be
a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
For it stands in scripture:  "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner",  and "A stone that
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall."  They stumble because they
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.


